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Visit to TOR VERGATA UNIVERSITY in Rome 
 
Date:   March 31, 2026  
Location:  Room F nord 480,    Via Montpellier 1, 00133 Rome, Italy  
 
Participants:  
Chinese Embassy :    Ping Lu, Bo Li, Zimin Qu, Shenyi Ye  
Tor Vergata University Prof. Gerry Melino,  Head, Torvergata Oncology Research, TOR 
    Prof. Eleonora Candi, deputy Department Director  
    Prof. Mauro Piacentini, vice President HEAL ITALIA 
    Prof. Alessandro Mauriello, Department Director  
Chinese Hosts, University Pei Zheng, Yijie Jiang, Wenyuan Liu, Qi Wang 
 
 
10:00 – 10:15 Welcome Remarks  (Fn480; G Melino) 
 
10:30 – 11:30 Laboratory Tour (Yijie Jiang & Artem Smirnov) 

• Guided visit to the laboratory facilities  

• Demonstrations of ongoing research and core equipment  

• Interaction with facility staff and researchers  
 
 11:30 – 12:30 Administrative and Strategic Discussion (Fn480; all) 

• Ongoing and prospective collaborations with Chinese institutions (Suzhou, Shanghai, 
Beijing, Changchun, Hangzhou, Hong Kong) 

•  Overview of Heal Italia Foundation 
 
• Overview of high-quality medical journals established through China–Italy academic 

collaboration: Cell Death & Differentiation, Cell Death & Disease, Cell Death Discovery. 

• Planning for scientific conferences and meetings:  
 • Soochow (22-23 April 2026)  
 • Sicily (Favignana, 16-19 September 2026)  

 
12:30 – 13:00 Exploration of New China-Italy Collaborations (Fn480; all) 

• Identification of potential joint projects and collaboration structures: 
M. Piacentini (HEAL ITALIA), G. Melino (Lincei Academy), A. Mauriello (University) 

• Initial drafting of collaboration proposals and action items  
 
13:00 – 14:00 Light Lunch (Fn480; all) 

• Networking lunch session  

• Informal discussions and relationship building among participants  

      
Gerry Melino, M.D. (Rome), Ph.D. (London), Dr.Sci. hc (St Petersburg) 
Director, Torvergata Oncoscience Research (TOR) Centre of Excellence, Department of Experimental Medicine 
Emeritus Professor of Biochemistry (Faculty of Medicine) 
Editor-in-Chief of Cell Death Differ. (London) (www.nature.com/cdd) 
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